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Concept Note

In the 21st century, the country that tells the better story wins, rather than
the country whose army can prevail on the battlefield. That ability to attract
others, persuade and set the agenda, soft power, plays an increasingly
important role in international relations and Indian foreign policy. The impact
of diaspora communities as drivers of soft power in our current global
environment cannot be underestimated. Nations recognise the potential of
their diaspora populations in shaping international relations, leading to a
growing need to examine and compare the soft power strategies employed by
different countries in leveraging their diaspora networks. This conference
explores the comparative perspective of diaspora soft power in the emerging
global order, shedding light on the diverse approaches and impacts across
nations.

Joseph Nye Jr.'s concept of soft power elucidates the potential for
cooperation among states, political actors, and diaspora communities. Soft
Power, according to Nye, is the ability to affect others and obtain preferred
outcomes by attraction and persuasion rather than coercion or payment. As
countries deal with the complexities of the global landscape, it is important to
examine the role of soft power, especially within diaspora communities. Soft
power, rooted in cultural attraction and shared values, offers avenues for
influencing global dynamics beyond traditional mechanisms like military or
economic coercion.

India's unique position in this area provides valuable insights for studying
diaspora soft power, demonstrating its relevance beyond the Western world
and presenting a formidable competitor to established powers. India's soft
power can emanate from its vibrant Bollywood industry, burgeoning Silicon
Valley, ancient tradition of yoga, and accomplished individuals like Sundar
Pichai. Harnessing the web's multiplicity and the diaspora's reach presents
opportunities to amplify India's influence on the global stage. By exploring
the interplay between diaspora communities and soft power dynamics, this
conference aims to shed light on the evolving role of diaspora soft power in
shaping the global landscape.

The post-Cold War era has brought about a new global paradigm
characterized by increased interdependence among nations and
globalization, underscoring the limitations of traditional power dynamics.



In this context, perceptions and narratives significantly impact a world
defined by communication and cultural interconnectedness. As
communication strategies become more important, the results of
international affairs are increasingly influenced not only by military
victories but also by the ability to create compelling narratives and build
meaningful relationships. In this context, diaspora communities play a
crucial role, acting as conduits for soft power projection and cultural
exchange on a global scale.

The Indian diaspora from the North-Eastern region adds a unique dimension
to India's soft power narrative. They have historically been marginalized and
often overlooked, though contributing to a diverse cultural landscape
demonstrating remarkable resilience. Despite facing socio-economic
obstacles and cultural assimilation pressures, the North Eastern Indian
diaspora contributes significantly to India's soft power through its trade,
cultural expressions, culinary diversity, and artistic contributions. Their
stories show the intricate relationship between identity, belonging, and the
power of cultural heritage in shaping international perceptions of India. By
recognizing and amplifying the voices of the North-Eastern diaspora, India
can further enhance its soft power narrative, showcasing the country's
inclusive ethos and celebrating its diverse cultural landscape.

The definition of diaspora, as proposed by William Safran in 1991, which
required the existence of a migratory group for it to be acknowledged, has
been a subject of prolonged discussion, analysis, and reinterpretation. While
some scholars have expanded the concept of the diaspora to a global level,
others have emphasized the hybrid identity of diasporans and their
existence in the "in-between" or "Third Space." Furthermore, some have
raised doubts about the validity of contemporary diasporas, as compared to
"classic" ones, due to their extensive conceptual expansion, which has
resulted in a lack of density and substance for the diaspora. The conference
aims to look into the processes of 'diasporic homing' and how diasporans
may or may not negotiate their cultural affiliations in the diasporic space,
sets to explore modalities through which diasporans re-consider 'home' by
gradually becoming part of a de-diazotisation process. Through
comparative analysis and dialogue, this conference seeks to clarify the role
of diaspora soft power in the emerging global order, providing valuable
insights for policymakers, scholars, and practitioners alike.



Sub Themes

1. Comparative analysis of historical experiences and best practices in
diaspora engagement between India and other countries, specifically
from North East India.

2. Policies and practices of India's diaspora engagement, with a focus
on the Northeast in the context of globalisation: a comparative
approach.

3. Economic opportunities and challenges in leveraging India's
diaspora as a strategic resource and soft power.

4. Experiences of Indian Diaspora in adopted countries-the history of
their trial and tribulation.

5. A comparative analysis of the roles and responsibilities of civil
society organizations, including those representing the Northeast, in
India's diaspora engagement.

6. Comparative examination of the role and impact of women in India’'s
diaspora engagement and its counterparts in other countries.

7. Diverse Identity issues of the Indian diaspora, specially those from
North East India, and its major challenges in adopted countries

8. Comparative study of cultural preservation efforts within the
Indian diaspora, with a focus on the unique contributions and
challenges faced by communities from the Northeast.

9. Exploration of legal and advocacy frameworks established by the
Indian diaspora, with considerations for the representation and
advocacy efforts diaspora groups on issues such as human rights and
social justice.

10. The journey, identity, and local situations of global Indian Diaspora

and their diverse challenges of India connect.
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ABOUT ORGANISERS

NERRRC, Miranda House, University of Delhi

North East Regional Research and Resource Centre is an undergraduate Research
Centre at Miranda House, Delhi University. The project was awarded by the North
Eastern Council Shillong, Government of India. This is the first of its kind UG
multidisciplinary Research Centre set up in a Delhi University College. The aim is to
foster research, innovation, and entrepreneurial initiatives amongst the youth especially
women. The NERRRC creates a research and resource space focused on women -
research, innovation and entrepreneurship in the North Eastern Region (NER) at Miranda
House. It creates a research and resource space focused on women - research,
innovation and entrepreneurship in the North Eastern Region (NER) at Miranda House.

Organisation for Diaspora Initiatives, New Delhi, India

Organization for Diaspora Initiatives (ODI) is a non-profit, non-governmental academic
organisation registered in India with its head office in New Delhi (www.odi.in). It is
working to understand the status and role of diasporic communities across the globe—
both in domestic and international context. It maps outs the emerging roles, networks
and operations of different Diasporic communities as a resource in the international civil
society space as well as in the host and the home countries of Diasporas. ODI attempts
to analyse Diasporas by comparing and contrasting their experiences across regions
and time span to draw the possible road map of Indian Diaspora engagement. It has an
international academic journal titled Diaspora Studies indexed in SCOPUS, Web of
Science & UGC CARE having Scimago Qrtl-1 index in two subjects and published by
Brill Publications, Netherlands. The Journal covers Diaspora studies with a focus on
International Relations and other disciplines of social sciences and humanities.
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES & OTHER DETAILS

Conference Dates: 24-25 October 2024

The conference is in both offline (IIC) & online mode
(zoom) with different registration fees

Registration is mandatory & the registration link/QR
code is given in the brochure.

Abstracts will accepted only through the Registration
Google Form.

For any queries: diaspora.miranda@gmail.com
Paper should be of 6000-7000 words

Certificate of presentation will be provided after

successful presentation of paper

IMPORTANT DATES

e Last date for Abstract Submission:
10th June 2024, 5:00 PMIST
e Acceptance of selected abstracts:
15th June 2024
e Last date for Payment of Registration Fees
30th June 2024
e Last date for full paper submission
31st July 2024



REGISTRATION FEES

Registration fees:
1000/- online
2500/- Student for offline Participation
3000/- Faculty for offline participation

PAYMENT MECHANISM

Account Holder: Principal, Miranda House

Bank Name: State Bank of India

Bank Address: Miranda House, North Campus,
University of Delhi, Delhi-110007

Account Number: 108513013502

IFSC Code: SBINOO10434

MICR: 110002430

BANK PAYMENT LINK & QR CODE §

https://www.onlinesbi.sbi/sbicollect/
icollecthome.htm

NOTE: Participants should send their payment receipt on the
conference Email Id:


https://www.onlinesbi.sbi/sbicollect/icollecthome.htm
https://www.onlinesbi.sbi/sbicollect/icollecthome.htm
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‘Indian Diaspora from North East And Other Parts of the
Country: Comparative Journeys, Identity and Challenges of
India Connect’

IMPORTANT DETAILS

« Registration is Mandatory for the Conference
« Abstracts will be submitted only via Registration form

- Bank Payment link & Account Details for conference
registration are given.

« Organisers will provide conference kits and two lunches. All
other things have to be taken care by the participants.

« Good quality papers will be considered for publication after
formal review in Qrtl -1 journal (Diaspora Studies) and a book
by International publisher.

« For any query Kkindly contact the organisers at
diaspora.miranda@gmail.com

With Best Compliments from

NERRRC, Miranda House, University of Delhi
&
Organisation for Diaspora Initiatives, New Delhi, India



